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Jurisprudential feasibility of SharTpermissibility of wagering (Shart-
bandi) with emerging military equipment.

Masoud Razeghi'
Hamid Reza Kamel navab®

& Abstract

Despite the explicit prohibition of gambling (qimar) and wagering (shart-bandi) in the Qur'anand
Prophetictraditions (hadith), authentic narrations (riwayat) confirm the Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh)
sanctioned wagering in horsemanship (al-sabq) and archery (al-rimaya), personally engaging in such
practices. Jurists interpreted the divine wisdom (hikmat) underlying this exemption as cultivating
Muslims’ martial readiness for battle in the path of Allah (jihad fi sabil Allah) With technological
advancements rendering early weaponry obsolete, contemporary scholarship seeks ta‘mim al-hukm
(rulinggeneralization) for modern military systems.

Inthis regard, after examining the evidence for the prohibition of gambling and the permissibility
of wagering in horsemanship and archery, it has been concluded that the generality of the narrations
regarding the permissibility of archery alsoincludes new tools, but we do not have such agenerality in
horsemanship. Attempts at cancelling particularization (ilgha’ al-khusdsiyya) orisolating the effective
cause (tangih al-manat) are jurisprudentially criticized and rejected. Some others have argued
that the appropriateness of the ruling and the subject matter is an argument for the permissibility
of wagering in sabg with the new instrument, but this is not convincing. Accordingly, unlike archery
(rimayah), horsemanship (sabq) remains non-extendable to contemporary military contexts.

Keywords: Horsemanship (al-Sabq); Archery (al-Rimaya); Gambling (Qimar); Wagering (Shart-
band1); Emerging Military Equipment.
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